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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION — 
COMMUNITY USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES AND RESOURCES IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Grievance 
MS L. METTAM (Vasse) [9.40 am]: My grievance is to the minister representing the Minister for Education and 
Training, and I thank the minister for taking the grievance today. It is with regret that I must present a grievance 
today following the cancellation of a longstanding arrangement that enabled the provision of high-quality music 
tutoring at Dunsborough Primary School as part of a weekly learning program for interested students. This 
arrangement has been taking place at the school for about 10 years. Since it began, it has grown to 56 students who 
receive tutoring in guitar, keyboard, drums and vocals from five different tutors. 
Although the issues have been raised with me specifically by the parents of Dunsborough Primary School students, 
I am aware that this issue also affects some 40-plus students who attend Vasse Primary School. That is 
almost 100 students who enjoy music tutoring in the region and who have enjoyed a great opportunity to learn 
music in a school setting not otherwise offered at these regional schools. We see time and again occasions when 
regional students do not enjoy the same opportunities that their counterparts in the metropolitan areas enjoy. The 
only reason music lessons can no longer be provided is that red tape is simply getting in the way of commonsense 
and support for choice for these students. Such rules do not exist for private schools in the region, where students 
enjoy the benefit of such tuition during class time to counter the challenges of delivering a range of music lessons 
in a regional area. It is my understanding that a directive was issued by the Department of Education that all 
WA government schools must ensure they comply with the community use of school facilities and resources in 
public schools policy. Dunsborough primary then undertook a review that revealed it was in breach of this policy 
by allowing students to participate in private music lessons at school during school hours and, as a consequence, 
the parents of the students have been advised that alternative arrangements must be made from next year. As 
I stated earlier, this arrangement has been in place for a decade and has been successful. The community use of 
school facilities and resources in public schools policy states — 

School facilities and resources must be made available for use by the community, TAFEWA colleges and 
any other potential users. 
Principals must not permit activities which are inconsistent with the educational aims of the school or 
which interfere with its operations. 
Applications for use of school facilities and resources must be approved by the principal and formalised 
through a written agreement signed by the school principal and a representative of the user group. 
Principals will consult with School Councils to establish the schedule of fees or charges to be applied for 
the hire or use of school facilities and resources. 

I do not believe that the provision of music tutoring is inconsistent with the educational aims of the school. The 
feedback I have received from parents is that such lessons do not interfere with its operations. We are talking about 
half an hour a week. In fact, in many cases, particularly those involving autistic students, these lessons have had 
a significant impact on the students’ overall concentration and learning outcomes at these primary schools. The 
minister can therefore imagine the disappointment of parents at Dunsborough Primary School and, potentially, 
Vasse Primary School, whose children participate in private music tuition at the school during school hours. The 
fact is the tuition does not impact adversely on the school. The policy has been imposed without consideration for 
the parents or students and without considering alternatives such as reviewing the policy. 
I am sure the minister will agree that this is a case of red tape that needs to be addressed to enable those students to 
access this important educational opportunity. It concerns me that this may represent the further erosion of the 
autonomy we are seeing in our public schools as a result of the McGowan government’s departure from the 
independent public school model, which, under the former government, had given schools and principals in particular 
a greater level of choice in the operation of their schools to better reflect the needs or aspirations of the local community. 
Music is widely recognised as assisting students with improvement in cognitive functioning and self-development. 
Moreover, countries with a stronger focus on musical education tend to score highly in literacy and numeracy. 
Private music tuition in Dunsborough and Vasse Primary Schools complements the schools’ music program, which 
is available to students for only one semester a year. 
Within my electorate, similar to other regions around the state, we face additional challenges that may not be 
experienced in metropolitan areas due to a limited number of music tutors as well as limited public transport 
options for after-school opportunities. Music tutors in the region have large waiting lists for after-school work. 
Schools may have expressed concern that the students are missing out on some school time but the parents in my 
electorate advise me that it is limited. We are talking about half an hour each week and they have made a conscious 
decision to allow their children to continue with tutoring because it is important and does not negatively impact 
their schoolwork. There is a compelling argument to either review or override the community use of school 
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facilities and resources in public schools policy or provide some discretion as it applies to these schools, or for 
principals to use that discretion, as I have stated. 

Minister, let us not have red tape get in the way of a good program and opportunities being provided to students, 
particularly in regional areas. This is about providing regional schools with additional autonomy, choice for 
students and support of the musical talents of our youth who may not otherwise have the opportunity. 
This grievance seeks the minister’s support for the continuation of music tuition for almost 100 students learning 
to sing or play guitar, drums or keyboards for just half an hour a week in a school setting at no cost to the school. 
It is a worthy practice that, again, has not been a cost to the school but has been of great benefit to the students. 
Thank you for listening to my grievance. 
MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Tourism) [9.47 am]: I am responding today on behalf of the 
Minister for Education and Training. I will do so in a minute and stick quite tightly to what she has provided me. 
However, before I do that I have a note that the member wrote to the minister exactly two weeks ago about this 
matter. I suspect that her bringing this in as a grievance two weeks after raising it with the minister in writing has 
more to do with the deadline of the local paper than with any claim of concern about the students at these schools. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: As I know the member would agree — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: Do members want an answer or not? 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Riverton, you are not in your seat. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: I might add, another negative story. You are the most negative member of Parliament I have 
witnessed in this place. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr P. PAPALIA: I know the member will agree that learning music and the arts more broadly can provide real 
benefits for students, and I will come back to that in a minute. 
I understand that, as the member said, 10 years ago, Dunsborough Primary School entered into an agreement that 
allowed commercial providers to use school facilities during school hours. A similar arrangement was also 
negotiated with Vasse Primary School. These arrangements are a breach of Department of Education policy. 
Students at the two schools left class during teaching time to attend private music tuition with private music tutors 
on school grounds and in school time. That is, they missed class time spent on other elements required by the 
curriculum to attend lessons with private tutors. It is worth noting that over a year, a student receiving one music 
lesson a week would miss 20 hours of class time in regular school education programs. The principals of 
Dunsborough and Vasse Primary Schools are working together to establish a common approach and solution 
within department policy guidelines. Both principals have worked with their school boards to establish solutions 
that allow families to continue to access private music tuition, without breaching policies. When deciding whether 
private tutors are permitted to use school facilities, decisions must be made in accordance with the community use 
of school property, facilities and resources in public schools policy. The deed of licence for use of school facilities, 
which is used for arrangements under the community use of school property, facilities and resources in public 
schools policy, is not new and was implemented under the previous government in late 2012. Both schools have 
offered a deed of licence for use of school facilities to the music tutors to support the delivery of an after-school 
program on the school site, ensuring continued access for students and families. Students in both schools have 
access to general music funded through the schools’ one-line budgets, as independent public schools. 
I will come back to what I was saying before about the arts more broadly. The Department of Education recognises 
that the arts have the capacity to inspire and enrich all students, exciting the imagination and encouraging them to 
reach their creative and expressive potential. Therefore, schools provide their students with opportunities to receive 
a formal music education and participate in co-curricular activities such as music lessons, choirs and ensembles. 
Schools are expected to make every effort to provide students from preprimary to year 10 with the opportunity to 
engage with all five arts subjects—dance, drama, media arts, music and visual arts. Schools have the ability to 
fund general music programs through the schools’ one-line budgets. Students are also exposed to music learning 
through other curriculum-related activities, such as concerts and assemblies. The department supports programs 
specifically designed to engage children of all ages in music education. These include the WA Primary Schools’ 
Massed Choir Festival and the WA Government Schools’ Music Society. I am sure some members will have had 
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the privilege of attending one of these events and I know the Minister for Education and Training attended one of 
these concerts as recently as Monday night. 
WA public schools have access to the department’s Instrumental Music School Services, with specialist music 
teachers who teach students in over 400 primary and secondary public schools throughout the state, including 
those in the south west. Students in years 5 and 6 in both Vasse and Dunsborough Primary Schools have access to 
specialist music lessons through Instrumental Music School Services. It is acknowledged that not all instruments 
are offered in all schools and students have the ability to access private music tutors during non-contact periods of 
the school day. Access to private music tuition for instruments is also an option for parents outside school hours. 
Principals are responsible for implementing the full curriculum and their prime responsibility is to do that. The 
priority during the school day must be focused on the delivery of the WA curriculum. Principals are also required, 
of course, to follow Department of Education policies. This applies regardless of whether the school is regional or 
metropolitan. Extracurricular activities can occur before or after the school day, on weekends or during school 
vacation periods. The department will continue to work with the two schools in the member’s electorate to ensure 
an outcome that meets the legal requirements, as well as access to the level of music education that their local 
school communities want. 

It is understood that the principal of Dunsborough Primary School wrote to parents indicating there was a directive 
from the department about complying with its community use of school property, facilities and resources policy. 
It is also understood that the advice provided by the department to both schools related to the requirements of the 
community use of school property, facilities and resources policy and other relevant department requirements. 
This advice included that the arrangements that were in place in both schools were not in line with the community 
use of school property, facilities and resources policy, as use of the school’s facilities during class time for this 
purpose may be inconsistent with the educational aims of the school. These arrangements may also present risks, 
if not resolved through a formal deed of licence, from a duty-of-care perspective. Alternative options were 
provided for both schools to consider that would enable music tutors to continue, through delivering services 
through an after-school program on the school site, and be compliant with the department’s policies. 
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